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;{; On Ogtober 8, 19%0, there was & head-end esllision hetween

L 2

R twe Zrelght trsing on the Missouri, Ksnses & Texss g&ﬂmx af

“;? Texes, mear Denison, Texes, vhieh rzesnited fm the injury of 6 em-

% ployees. after investigation of this sceidsnt, the Chief of the

:M}'l,

hj Bpresn of Pefety reports asm follows:

j& That pert of the Dalles Division on which thig eceldent

i;f eoourred is & sngle-track lire extending bebween Ienison snd Hillss
f«»: boye, Texem, & distence of 17R.5 miles, over which treins are eperai-
# od ¥y tine-teble ard train crders trausmitted by telsphome, no

S

d‘% blosk-giznal sysiem being in use, Approsching the point of macoident
b from the north there 18 & langent 4,318 feet in length, followed

&

ﬁ«i By & Z-4degree curve 10 the left P30 feet iz length; the dcoident

Ford

;’“*" cecurred on this curve 124 feet nmurth of itg weubthern end, cné}ﬁll

%;Lé% sbout 12 Weet ip helght. Approsching the poimt of aceident Irem

;’-’J the sonth thers is 5 l-degres S0-mimte curve te fhe left 1,877

\g}g feet in lemgth 2nd o tengent 904 feet in length, followed by the

i; eurve dn whieh the scoicent ogourred. The grsde i updulatliy,

f{,fzv

& and 2% the point of esocident ie .58 per ecni desovending for northe
bound $reins, The view wes materislly obscured by trees on the

g inside of the eurve south of the point of aceléent. The westher

wt the tize of the mceident wass elear.
Horthbound freight trsin extzs Y01 consisted of 69 csrs sné
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8 esheoome, haulsd by eninge 70L, spd weg iz gherge ¢f Condudtor
Riley and Engineman Sayre., This trein left Hpunt, & turs-sraiand
point, st 12.38 pym., with two trein orders, meither of which is
invelved in the scecident, and mpt southbound trein He. B at Tsrrace,
7.8 miles Prom Pemison. Twein Ho. b passed Terrace at sbout 5.26 pem.,
anié extrs 701l then heeded omt upon the main line mé vroeeeded
northwerd, eolliding wi th extre 828 st sbout 5.33 pem. while travel-
ing et a speed verionely ewtlms ted &% between & snd 7 miles an
Bour.

Southboond freight trzin extre 828 eongleted of 42 cers snd
8 sabooge, hpuled b, erpime B82S, end wes in chsrge of Jonduwetor
Brown snd Bpgireman Oven. Thit extra crigimeted 2t Ray, 8
freight-trein yard locaied shent 2 miles eouth of Iemimon. A%
Bey the erew of extys 828 reoeivyed coples of trein orders Hosg. T1,
7%, send 78, form $1, zuod No. £8Q, form 19, the lest mentioned
being & slow order, Train orders Hus. 71, 77, exd 78, &e iseved
te the evew of extre 888, ro¢d as follows:

Ho, TL T"Be. & rums forty 40 mipse lete Depiscn to

vsenhiny sl ls B,

% TwEilss Bo. B BlZ« 253 :mng 'lman‘by 20
%nﬂ lete Dallas o Csddo ¥Mills and ten

ming late oggdac Mills to Trento m.

Ho. 77 "Eng 819 moet extrs 822 sputh &t Hunt then
ran BExfra to Bay hee right over Ho. 93
ang B26 to Ueleste and meet Hxtrs 928
gouth gt Whitewright thie 4o Eo. 93 st
Celente. i

Bo, 78 ALl treins lemer ut 4.85 p.ms heve vagsed
exeert Jo. 5 BEng 399."

These three orders were msde complete 6t 4.85 p.m., 8

elesrsnge osrd wag lesued, =md the train deperted withowt a
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running order. 4 stop wes made on the Dallias Division out-off st
Lemar, in order %0 8llow %train Ho. B %o paws, afier which exirs
828 homded owt upon the mein line and deperited southwerd. It
parsed Boma, the lazst open telegreph 47fl oo, 5.1 miles south of
Denipon exd l.4 miles from the point of mcoident, 8t B5.EL pem.,
10 mimmies behind train Fo. 5, snd eollided with extrs 701 while
rmuning et 8 spoeed ertimm-ed to have beesn between 20 and 30 miles
an hopy.

Engine 701 wos pushed backward sbout 160 feet snd vongidera~
bly demeged. 7The tenfer wsa demolished, the firght Tivwe ears
were turned owyr practieslly clesr of the treck, snd the seventh
geY wes broken in two. Engine 828 wes partly derniled snd mows -
what damsced,. The first JO sers of extra 828 were dersiled mé
were destroyed by fire wihich brole out in the wreokege.

Lfter pulling out of the =miding st Terrsce, the enginemen,
fireman sd he ad brakemen of axte Y01 were wetehing for the
proceed signal 10 bhe given from the rear of the train as soon
88 the resr hrakemsn hs d eloged the passing-%rack switch, amd
thely wtetements, &3 well as those of the othe r members of the
erew, indilested thet the sceldent ocenrred shortly afier this
proesed Bignsl hed heem given. (B acoount of the feot thet they
hed been locking towsrd the resr of thelr traim for thim signsal,
and gleo on sgoosunt of the ourve, the members of the sngine orew
434 not poe exire B28 until it wes only 2 dhort digtance from them,
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Bane of the memberm of the erew of extrs 701 hed any orders reo-
lating to extrs BI8.

The pointof the meeident wae BY6 fest north of whet ia
kncwn 88 Chootuw Bridge, =md the ptatexents of Pireman Minn
anl Head Brakemen Garland of extre 828 indiested that ae their
trein wae rounding the eurve approsohing this bridge they saw
extre TO1 Just north of the wridge, the distence between ithe two
trains s thiz time beimg sbout ¥ telegreph poeles. Fireman Finn
gald b immedistely cellesd to Engineman Over, snd to o ninetor
Browa, who wee also »riding on the engine, opd ssid thet the en-
gingman irmedliately applied the air brakes 1n emwrgenoy, afler
wish all fowr men jumped from the engige. The atabements of the
engineman s nd gendnotor indiested that they did not know anmything
of the approsch of extre 701 uptil the firemsn called & warning.

Ageoxding to Comduotor Brown, of extra 828, he asked Jpere-
tor Elloworth, oo duty at Hay, %o fix up his orders, then went
to the ysrdmsster's office for his Bll.s, svd returned % the
opereter's effice apd regimtered, The statemants of both comdue-
tor and operator indieste thet Opsrator Xllsworth sikimd tls eon-
duator to sign the ¢rders and to tesr them off himself, whiech
the conduator 4id, aiter wh ieh b ochecked the orders sgalust the
olearance card snd left the office without comparing the ordere
with the operstor, wWio wae bugy with other dntles. Jonduster
Brown eaid ke then deliversd poples of the orders to the snginemsn,
and the snginemsn said he cheoked them sgainst the elsarsnee cerd
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and 8lso comvared them with ike conductor, after which he eave them

to the firemen %0 resd. Firemen Finn said he resd the orders
before the train dsparted from Eay, snd =ls¢ checked them sgeiret
the olearsnse card, while the wad brekeman seld thet the orders
wersa not rond %o him snd that be 4id not koow vhether his itrsin
had & running orcder, as he hsd not riddem on the engine lomg
enongh to gee the orders. The eompipemen, conductor i firemsn
gll sdmit *hst they feiled 0 notioce they did met heve & Tonning
order. {m sagomnt of the feot that tw condueter went direetly
to the sugine with his orders and rode on the eugime lesving Bay,
Rear Brawmen Clark hed not geen the orders and huew nothing aboutd
them. The hesd brekeman snd firemaen estimsted the speed of thelr
train to have been between B0 snd B6 miles sp hour, while Conduo-
tor Brown estiseted it o heve beoen sbvout 30 miles sn hour.

Train orders Hog 71 and V7, previously auoted, hed been
iedusd by Mepstoher 0'Connell, who went off duty st 4.00 p.m.
Whon Operator Ellworth reported Jondunetor Brown as ready for his
orders, Mispatcher Grover, who hed relleved Dispaltohsr O'CUonnell,
failed to note thet no ronning order hed been issusd snd after
trensmitting traln ordey Ho, 78, slearing extrs 628 on the regis-
ter &% Lemex, permitisd extrs 828 to depert from Hay withowt &
ranning order; he ssid his mind was concentrated @ preveniing

a8 songestionm of truins st Hoyse City whioh would necessltate
"gawing by" geversl tramine, =nd elso that b had feiled o read
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sarefully all of the orders itrameferred t¢ him by Dispatcher
0'Conmell and waa’ nnder the impression that Dispatcher (*Con-
nell, heving isensd train order Ho. 77, addressed %o extra
828, had 3lso issusd ths neeepsary rumning order. Attention
is ealled 1o the facl, however, that sven had Dispatcher Grover
bheoen eorrect in his assumption that extra 826 was provided
with a rurning ordsr, the aceident wuld not Imve bean prevented,
inasmouch as he hod not issued any order previding for a meeting
point bdetween extra 828 and extra TOL.

This socident waa causediby the failuore of Dispatcher
Grover to provide for a8 meebing polrt between sxitras 828 amnd
T01.

Rule 211-4, of the Rules and Inetmctons for the Gevern-
mont of Employees, Teads in par$ as follows:

"Glearspnes eard mmgt be filled owt by operator

bofore mgnatures to train orders are Ltranmmitted to
Jash order w1l tramsnit Jo &lapabaer o1 ebher mu-

P ordes Book ood nate meiber A cedess By rretys

somnerned are indmied befare 'somplete’ is given.”
Yoder thie mmle, at the time Operator Ellaworth transmittod
Condwetor Brown's sigmiwre to izgin erders Nes., 71, 77, and 230,
at shish time the dispatcher also iasued train order He. 78,
the dispatcher should lmve noted whetheor extra 828 wes provided
with all of the orders mecessary for ibts movement, Dispataeher
grover sdknowledged his arver in slearing the trsip at Ray without
having provided for meetinrg points with epposing extra traiss and
algo ir failing %o issue the neeesssry rumming order,

Condnetor Brown and Ergineman Oven are open teo severs
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osngure for their feilure to note that no rumming order had

boan lscued., Bach of them, according to hig omn statemsut,

had read the ordors reseived and choeked them agsimst the
e¢learanee, and they ¢ffsred no excuse for their action in depars-
ing from the termingl withewt a running erder., Hed asny ef these
enployeces noticed this faet, and had Condusior 2rown called the
@ispmteher's attention to ths mtter, it is pessible that at
$hat time the dispetcher's srrer might bhave heen SdEcovered,

Dispatcher Grover was empleyed as 2 &1 spabecher inm Sept-
ember, 1920, previousd t¢ whish he had had about 18 ysars! exper-
ience asg & treim dispateher on ¢other railrmds. Conduotor Brewn
was employed a8 o brakemsn in 1904 and promoted to sendustor in
1909, Engivopss Oven wase emplayed as ar snglineman in 1907,

Tha records ¢of these employeas ware ;pod.

A%t the time of the asceidemt the erew of oxtrz 828 hed
been on duty less thar £ heurs, previouws to which the engine orew
had besn o2 dvty 21 howrs apd the trein erew gver 15 hours,

The investigatlion disdlesed #o %t while train order No. 77
as previeusly guoted had been ismed by Pispaicher 0'Commnell to
operator Ellsmworth at Ray as trainm erder ¥Wo. 77, it w=s shown in
the traip-erder Tmok, acewrding $o FTisps tch er Grover, a8 a ean-
tirmetion of train order No. 76, while Dispateher Grewver said
traln order Ho. 77 was an annulimemb order amd md been checked
off on the trein-erder book a5 aving been #pifilled, not being
shown dn the trangfeor, Afber the sceident the nusber “Y7™ was
found in the train order hoeok cpposite that part of train ordsr
Ho. 76 which iz quoted in this repert as fraim erder Fo. 79, and
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Mepitelwr Grover ¢laimed that this mmber had been inserted
after the order Isd wen Pramsferrved Yo him. Plepsteher O'Con=
neli deried having imperted this mumber, thug meking two ordere
oat of one, snd ¢lsimed that traln erdar Fo, 77 a8 previously
quoted way shown on the tramsfer. He admitted, howaver, that
he had ismmed two asepardis orders under the mupber ™YY, ome ‘
belng the ordor mmwgﬁtetdm giher balng the ampuimernt order,
anf ke said that & fow howrs afer the zooident ke changed tie
nuuber of the axmnlment erder from 17T to 78", the reswlt
af this sction on the pavt of Disppntcher ("Conmmall is that the
wagbar *78" now sppears on twy train orfers, the other heing the

order issaod by Digpatcher Grover dlearing extra B28 on the regle~-
ter st Tamer,



